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The Right to Use Minority
Languages in the Public Sphere:

Evaluation of Estonian Legislation in Light
of the International Standards
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2. Language rights under international law
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3. Right to use a minority language:
a distinct or universal right?
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3.1. Language regulation and general human rights
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3.1.1. Protection of identity
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3.1.2. Freedom of expression

5����
��	�	��
��������
��'�����
������	��	��
�����
	
���	��	������	��	��
�	���������������	����������������
���
����
�������
��	
�������	�	����<�	���=������
��	��D���
		���J13�5�
������	���	��	����
��	�	���
����<
�
����
�����
���
	<����������������������	����
�
����	
����
�����
��	����	�����
�
����	��	�������
�����
���
�
������	��<���	���
�������������	
����00�G3H��
�	���6���������D�����	
������	�
�����	��	��������������	��
���������
��	�	��
��������
��'�����
���

3.1.3. The principle of non-discrimination
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4. The use of minority languages
in the public sphere
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4.1. Working languages of public bodies
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4.1.1. Working languages of the local government
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4.1.2. The working language of the local government councils
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4.2. The use of minority languages in communication
with public authorities
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4.3. The language of public signs
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5. Conclusions
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